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REMARKS 

The Official Action dated July 7, 2006 has been received and its contents noted The 
Examiner is thanked for reviewing this application and for indicating the allowance of claim, 

As previously, claims 1 -5 are presently pending in the instant application, of which 

claim 1 is independent 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable over Iwata et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,514,826 - hereafter Iwata) in view of Ibaraki et al. (U.S. Patent No 
5,617,476 - hereafter Ibaraki, previously applied). This rejection is respectfully traversed at 

least for the reasons provided below. 

As submitted previously, the present invention as set forth in independent claim 1 is 
directed to an image processing apparatus including at least two signal » ^H„w 
unconnected with each other in series, each of these signal processor modules having an 
mput port through which data is input, a memory which stores data, a signal processor 
portion which carries out processing on input data according to a program and an output port 
through which data is output, wherein at least one of the signal processor modules outputs 
Earallei both unprocessed input data and processed data obtained by processing the input 
data. 

Iwata, on the other hand, discloses a relational algebra engine which performs a set of 
operate at high speed in a database system dealing with a relational model In the 
rejection, the Examiner alleged that Iwata discloses an image processing apparatus 
compnsmg at least two signal processor modules (PE1, PE2 in Fig. 3) interconnected in 
senes. However, Applicants respectfully assert that there is no teaching, disclosure or 
suggestion of any image processing apparatus or capability in the relational algebra engine 
for using in a relational database system of Iwata. 

Further, PE1 and PE2 of Iwata are processing engines in a sort engine SE, according 
to col. 2, lines 59-64, for example, of Iwata. It is clearly disclosed that Fig. 3 of Iwata is a 
block diagram of a relational algebra engine for performing sort/merge algorithm, which is 
clearly and completely unrelated to imaging processing and the signal processor modules 
utilized in image processing in Applicants' claimed invention. Should the Examiner 
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conflow ^ Iw&ta tMches m inage ^ ^ 

ApphcMs wouid respecfully a. Examiner .0 provide ^ bypolnBngout where 

m Iwata such disclosure can be found. 

Still further, the Examiner stated, "Iwata does not specifically states that at least one 
of S1 gnal processor modules outputs in parallel both unprocessed input data and processed 
data obtamed by processing the i„ put ^ To m me rf ^ 

cited Ibaraki. 

m response to the application of Ibaraki as a secondary reference as teaching a 
separator 81 in fig. 8A that outputs both processed data and unprocessed data in parallel 
Apphcants respectfully direct the Examiner's attention to Applicants' remarks submitted in 
the previously submitted Amendment filed April 27, 2006. 

As previously submitted, Ibaraki discloses an encryption device 223' in Fig 8A 
havmg a separator 81 that receives sample data and separates the data into unprocessed 
portions and processed portion based on a processing flag information and masking signal 
proved to the separator. The portions of the data to be processed are transmitted to block 
encrypts device 82 and eventually to synthesizer 83. The unprocessed portions (ie 
persons not to be encrypted) that have been separated from the processed portions (i e ' 
portions to be encrypted) are fed into the synthesizer 83 without being encrypted For 
detailed description of Fig. 8A, the Exammer is invited to review col. i 2 , i mes 28-41 of 
Ibaraki, which is shown below for Examiner's convenience: 

modifilSn^ ir, bl u Ck 0fan ^vice 223' which is a 

Z^r^G ^ , h m nG J' "* a PP Iies block «K*yption. As 
^ T Cryptl0n device 223 comprises a separator 81 
block encryption device 82, and synthesizer 83. The audio signa£process 

processed data the data of the position where the masking signal is T 
when the process flag of the sample data is T, and outputs the^a^ng 
tSZXTT^ d ^ ThC b, ° ck dev 1C e 82 then encZf 

£LZ££i ?! Pro fl Sed ^ 71,6 *y»*"*™ 83 then synthesizes fce 
ZZZ t ^l 0 ^ *° m the bIock ™*yp*m device 82; this 

S tn V. °°T 1? inpUtting ** P fOCesS fla * * e dicing 
signal to the synthesizer 83 to inverse the operation of the separator 8 1 
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*- « M. or suggest one of fte sigMl 

Passing the input data, as recited in Applicants' Cain, I. M-r. Ib-B takes input J 
-d the d«e into unprocessed ^ ^ ^ bBaj on > 

masking information provided to the separator 81. 

Moreover, the Examiner erroneous* eunated the septan* 81 „ Applicarfs- s ig„al 
P-ssor modn.es. As disciosed by Ibaraki and as explained above, die separator gfis 
merely a data separator that separate* sampfe ^ s „ a. ^ ^ „ 
™ by n,e b,o<* encryption device 82. Applicants respect^ iterate *a, the 

ana signal processor portion. 

^ The requirement, for establishing a prima fade case of obviousness, as detailed in 

MPEP § 2143 - 2143.03 (pages 2100-122 - 2100-)^ > . 

V 8 Z 2100-136), are: first, there must be some 

sugi^on or motivatton, either in the references themse,ves or in the knowledge gene^y 

"* T ~ " *" " *• "* ,0 *» to * .things 

second, there must be a reasonable expectation of snccess; and, finally, the prior ar, reference' 

(or references when combined, must «** or suggest aU of the claim limitations. As Iw«a is 

descent „ teachtag, disciosing an i„^ processing appaxaus combing a, leM two !ia ,al 

Processor modules wherein at leas, one of the signs, processor modu.cs output in paraUe, 

both unprocessed input data and processed da* obtained by processing the input da*, and as 

Ibarak, fads to teach, disclose or suggest, among other featores, a, .east one of the signal 

Processor modules output in paranel bod, unprocessed input dam and processed dan, obtained 

by processing the input data, the combination of Iwata and ftaraki is impnoper, and a,™, 

*» case of obviousness has no. been established. Should the Examiner inaintains die 

rejection based on the combination of !wati, and .baraki, Applicants wouM respeCuUy 

reoues, me Examiner to a, .cast provide the rationa.. fo, combining a re.auond a.gebra 

engine for use in a rational database of rwata with „ audio scrambUng system of Rwaki, in 

addition to their deficiencies noted above. 
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Therefore, in view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of 
chum 1 be reconsidered and withdrawn by the Examiner, that all elates 1-5 be allowed and 
that the appUcation be passed to issue. Should the Examiner believe a conference would be 
of benefit in expediting the prosecution of the instant application he is hereby invited to 
telephone counsel to arrange such a conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Donald R. Studebaker 
Registration No. 32,815 

NIXON PEABODY LLP 
Suite 900, 401 9 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20004-2128 
(202) 585-8000 
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